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Dear VCU Catholic Campus Ministry Family,
Reflecting back on the semester, Catholic Campus Ministry at VCU was incredibly blessed by over
seventy students who passed through our doors. Thanks to the students' adaptability and flexibility,
we were able to do more than we could ever imagine amidst the global pandemic.
We kicked off the semester by participating in the SEEK21 virtual conference right from the CCM
living room. Throughout the semester, students joined cathedral parishioners for monthly catechesis
and Holy Hours. We were able to put more of an emphasis on service this semester by participating in
a cemetery clean-up at Evergreen Cemetery, creating Easter cards for the cathedral homebound, and
sewing masks for those in need within the local RVA Community. Once the weather became warmer,
the bonfire pit in the backyard quickly became the gathering place for many of our events including
Men's and Women's Group gatherings, 1:1 Discipleship, and Senior Night. Last month, we carefully
discerned our new leadership team who are already on fire for the Fall 2021 semester. Thank you for
your continued support and prayers for our ministry.
We wish you a relaxing summer. May God bless you always!
Morgan Yost, Director of Catholic Campus Ministry

,

Finding Community in Small Groups
Coming into college, like many freshmen in the first couple of weeks of the semester, I was feeling lonely and out of place as I tried acclimating to
an environment where everything was new and unfamiliar. Naturally, I turned to student organizations as a way to become involved in activities
similar to those I did in high school with Bible study ranking at the top of that list. Ultimately, my search for a Bible study group led me to Ashley’s
small group. Despite some initial nervousness, it didn’t take long for me to fall in love with my small group and small group as a whole. The
discussion, the passage breakdown, and the sense of community were all key components for my increased comfort in CCM and at VCU.
By the time leadership discernment season rolled around, I felt a strong call toward the position of small group leader as I hoped to have more of a
direct impact in spurring conversation and biblical curiosity among CCM members. When selected as a small group leader my sophomore year, I
was excited but a little daunted. Nonetheless, over the course of the semester, I grew to realize that my role as a small group leader was to serve as
a guide for my small group members, which greatly aided my spiritual growth and of those around me. Similar to my experience as a small group
member, my time as a small group leader has only reinforced my passion for revealing to others the beauty of Scripture.
Deion Sanchez-Viafara, Class of 2023
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Reflecting Back
Throughout my 4 years of college, CCM has made the biggest impact on my college experience. I remember
when I entered CCM, I was nervous because I saw everyone so involved in the faith and I felt that I was not
near where they were. I remember being a part of 1:1 Discipleship and that is where I met one of my closest
friends, who was also my mentor for 1:1. She helped me understand the faith a lot better and met me where
I am. That then led me to branch out and I got involved in helping out with Sunday Suppers, which led me
to become a part of leadership. I was blessed to be a part of CCM leadership for 3 years and that was where I
really bloomed.
CCM has helped me discover new things about myself. It also brought me new friends that made VCU a bit
bearable and people who I made the best memories with. The biggest thing CCM provided was a sense of
belonging. I did not have to prove to anyone that I was worthy because everyone made me feel that I was
enough. I loved being a part of a community that allows others to come as they are and to help each other
on their journey with Christ. Thank you to everyone at CCM for making my 4 years some of the best and I
hope that CCM can leave an impact like it did for me.
Katelyn Nguyen, Class of 2021

Join us in our mission!
One-time Donation

Donate Monthly

$25 - Provides snacks at our fellowship events
$50 - Provides supplies for our social justice efforts
$100 - Provides books for our book studies
$250 - Sponsors a Student to attend a retreat

Help provide our ministry stability by establishing
a monthly online gift at
ccmvcu.org/give
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